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Chapter 2

Getting Started

The courses at Temple
Junior College have not been
pitched upon an easy plane.
Every course requires hard,
conscientious work.
– Joseph Singleton Cook
President, Temple Junior College

Joseph Singleton Cook (1889-1951) cut
an imposing figure – professionally and
physically. The Georgia native was a former
Army quartermaster, a World War I veteran
and an academically accomplished student
before he ventured into full-time college
administration in the 1920s. Because of
his military service, he was referred to
as “major” in civilian life – a title that was
preferred in Temple. Married
with a growing family,
Major Cook served
from 1926 to 1928
as Temple Junior
College’s president,
dean,
registrar,
tuition
collector
and teacher of three
full-time
courses.
Even though he juggled
many responsibilities, “I have
maintained my unusual two hundred
pounds avoirdupois, have slept well and
have enjoyed life,” he mused.
His résumé impressed the Temple business
leaders who were searching for a leader

and mentor who could lead the fledgling
school. Major Cook had enlisted in the Army
in 1914, rising in rank and responsibility
until he attained the rank of major and
served as a quartermaster. In 1917, when

Major Cook served from 1926 to 1928 as
Temple Junior College’s president, dean,
registrar, tuition collector and teacher
of three full-time courses.
the United States entered World
War I, he continued as an Army
quartermaster at South Texas posts.
After his discharge from the Army
in 1919, he enrolled at Southwestern
University, a Methodist school in
Georgetown, Texas, where he majored in
economics and philosophy. Major Cook
amassed an armful of honors while attending
Southwestern: student body president,
dormitory proctor and valedictorian of his
class. Public service and duty ran deep within
his family’s DNA. A descendant of four

Temple Junior College held its first classes at Temple High School. College classes met in late afternoons, after the high school
dismissed classes. Two wings were added to the high school in 1928 to accommodate the college students and increased high
school population. (Courtesy of the Cannon/Benoit Collection)
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(1927 Templar)

Joseph Singleton Cook – “Major Cook” – served as the first president of Temple College. Although his tenure was comparatively
short, he steered the fledgling college in the right direction. (1927 Templar)

generations of Methodists who had given
an accumulated 301 years as congregational
pastors, Major Cook remained true to his
calling as an educator and pastor.
Graduating summa cum laude in 1924, he
accepted an appointment as president of
Meridian College, a Methodist-supported
junior college in Bosque County. While
he carried a full load at Meridian, he also
preached on Sundays at nearby Methodist
churches. Additionally, he was named
president of the Texas Junior College
Association in early 1926, a position he held
for two years. However, the school had its
troubles, including three successive fires that
put the college in financial straits.
Meanwhile in Temple, creation of a
community college appeared close to reality.
With only $2,575 left to raise out of a goal of
$20,000, the Temple business community had
committed itself to financially supporting
the school for two years. Tuition was
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expected to fully support the college after
that, while citizens and businesses pledged
to fund any shortfalls. The plan included
using the recently expanded Temple High
School building for classrooms. According to
newspaper accounts, more than 85 percent
of Temple Junior College students would
be working their way through. College
classes would meet in late afternoons, after
the high school dismissed classes. Evening
hours would also allow college students
opportunities to work during the daytime.
Major Cook took the reins of the new college
in Temple in June 1926 with intentions to
build it from the ground up. In many ways,
it was an auspicious move. The community
was totally supportive of a college; Temple’s
and Bell County’s economy flourished in the
boom-boom 1920s decade. Cotton farmers
reaped maximum prices for their crops. The
Santa Fe Railway employed nearly 1,000
Temple citizens – about 20 percent of the
town’s workforce.

His work was beginning to show results by
September 1926. The Texas Secretary of State
issued a charter to Temple Junior College
with incorporators Olin Farris Gober, M.D.;
John Cole (1863-1933), a local real estate
agent; and Kate L. Giesler Bonner (1880-1967),
the wife of Joe Bonner, the owner of an ice
cream factory. Forming the college’s board
of directors were the three incorporators as
well as Mr. Hartmann, Dr. McCelvey, Iola
Lou Cowan (1876-1960), wife of Hixon David
Cowan, a Santa Fe Railway engineer; and
the Rev. Dr. Baxter Dixon Dodderidge Greer
(1880-1962), pastor of First Presbyterian
Church in Temple, who had also formerly
served as professor and minister at Daniel
Baker College in Brownwood, Texas (now a
part of Howard Payne University). Dr. Gober
was chairman and Mr. Spencer, representing
the Chamber of Commerce, served as
secretary.
Even though Major Cook was loyal to his
deep Methodist roots and to Methodist-led
educational institutions, he admitted that
churches alone could not bear the entire
burden of financing schools. “There is a
growing feeling that the church is willingly
and gladly relinquishing its leadership in
the junior college field,” he wrote in Temple
Junior College’s 1927 yearbook. While
he did not believe that churches should
wholly relinquish their duty to serve college
students, government agencies must make
“a serious effort to produce enlightened
consciences as well as enlightened intellects.”

The first faculty and staff members of the college included (top row) John Bennett Entrikin (Chemistry and Biology), Maude Gaekler Cook
(Latin, French and German), Robert Hood Perry (English), Doyle David Jackson (History and Education), (bottom row) G. P. Hunton (Librarian),
Mrs. Doyle David Jackson, Dean Mount Earle Davis (Physics and Mathematics) and President Joseph S. Cook (Economics and Philosophy).

FIRST PRIORITY: ACADEMICS
Although faculty members from The
University of Texas at Austin established
criteria for coursework, Major Cook
was responsible for implementation and
maintaining high academic standards. The
college’s first course catalog, issued in July
1926, included an ambitious schedule of core
courses in sciences, English, math, history
and languages. Major Cook presided over the
first faculty meeting that September, which
marked the opening of the first official year.
A total of 87 students each paid $200 annual
tuition to attend classes Monday through
Saturday in Temple High School’s basement.
Extracurricular activities were soon organized
– science, choral music, dramatics and debate
clubs. The local YMCA organized the first
college basketball team, but members had to

supply their own equipment and uniforms
because the school had no athletic budget.
The State of Texas Department of Education
accredited the school on January 27,
1926, followed by the Association of Texas
Colleges’ imprimatur on April 25. The newly
formed Temple Rotary Club encouraged
student enrollment by offering scholarships.
Members contributed $100 each to create the
Student Loan Fund, open to local high school
students. The club raised more than $9,000,
holding the International Rotary record
for assisting college students. A majority
of Temple College students benefited from
these scholarships. By the close of the spring
semester, the school was well on its way to a
firm footing.
Major Cook apparently used diplomacy and

goodwill to engender trust among the local
Baptist universities – Baylor Female College
in Belton and Baylor University in Waco.
When rumors spread that Baylor Female
College administrators felt threatened
by the privately funded junior college,
John Crumpton Hardy, LL.D. (1864-1938),
president of Baylor Female College from 1912
until his death, was quick to support the new
school before it opened. Countering rumors
that he opposed the college’s creation, Dr.
Hardy insisted he was a “great believer in the
municipal junior college (system) and have so
expressed myself everywhere.”
Where he differed is in what he called “its
subservience to some other institution.”
(alluding to The University of Texas). “The
community college ought to be independent
and ought to stand upon its own merits.”
He said he appreciated the potential of
the fledgling school to reach thousands of
students who could not afford to attend
college otherwise.
Dr. Hardy said administrators at Baylor
University in Waco had discovered to
their pleasure that nearby junior colleges
were becoming “feeder” schools, with
students transferring for baccalaureate
degrees. He predicted that Temple Junior
College, in time, would become a similar
nurturing ground for Baylor Female
College. Discounting the historic, often
intense rivalry between the cities of Belton
and Temple, Dr. Hardy said, “I have said
everywhere that I regard Temple as the best
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The University of Texas at Austin. He
also served as the first dean of Temple
College. He later moved on to be an
engineer with the Naval Air Station in
Corpus Christi.
■

city of its size I have ever known. I pledge
for Baylor College and everyone connected
with it our full cooperation in everything
that pertains to the advancement of the
Temple Junior College.”
With that important endorsement, Major
Cook plunged headlong into work, focusing
first on hiring full-time faculty. The first
professors represented solid scholarly
backgrounds:
■

■
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John Bennett Entrikin (1899-1966)
taught chemistry and biology. Entrikin
held bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from Southwestern University in
Georgetown. After earning a doctorate
in 1929, he would continue his career
as a professor at Centenary College
in Shreveport, Louisiana, from 1929
to 1966.
Mount Earle Davis (1886-1956) taught
physics and mathematics. Davis
held a bachelor’s degree in electrical
engineering and a master’s degree from
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■

Doyle David Jackson (1897-1979) taught
history and education. Jackson held
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
The University of Texas at Austin.
Jackson, who would remain with
Temple Junior College as a teacher and
registrar until 1930, was well liked
among students, who dedicated the
1930 college yearbook to him. He spent
the rest of his career as a professor of
education at Texas Tech University
in Lubbock.
Maude Gaeckler Cook (1890-1966)
taught Latin, French and German.
Cook, who was no relation to the
college president, held a master’s degree
from the University of Nebraska and
doctorate from Yale University. She also
taught at Baylor Female College, later
Mary Hardin-Baylor College, from 1919
to 1931.
Robert Hood Perry (1898-1951) taught
English. Perry held a bachelor’s degree
from Baylor University and a master’s
degree from the University of Chicago.
He would go on to teach at Southwest
Texas State Teachers College and Hill
Junior College.

Constantly looking to expand the academic
offerings and stay current, Major Cook

attended an April 1927 conference, titled
“Education in America,” organized by faculty
members from The University of Texas at
Austin. Ostensibly, the gathering was meant
to review the ever-evolving curriculum and
pressing academic needs of junior colleges,
financial concerns and pressure from senior
universities. Among the topics of concern
was the “muddle of unrest and revolution
brewing in the educational organizations”
throughout the nation.
Major Cook also showed high regard for
the students’ honesty and respect. His best
example was published in the first issue of the
Templar, partially financed through the sale
of candy and sweets. The treats were set on
a table with a milk bottle as a makeshift cash
register. “To date, cash and goods balanced
perfectly. The integrity of our students could
not be better vouched for. We have a right to
be proud of them,” he wrote.

completion it may be presented to a university
with pride. Our students have risen to these
demands in a manner that leaves little to be
desired.” To encourage scholarly work, the
local Lions Club, founded in 1917, initiated
the first scholarship program by awarding
$2.50 in gold each week to students writing
the best essays.
Besides academics, Temple College students
wanted traditions – the zest and spirit –
that were earmarks of the post-high-school
environment. The college offered plenty of
recreational diversions – a banquet, a picnic,
basketball games with its newly formed
team, Dramatic Club plays, swimming parties
and sunrise breakfasts. The students quickly
adopted a school song, which began:
Pep, pep is the rep of our college
Hep, hep is the step, so they say
Pep, pep is the rep of our college
And we’re out to win the day ….

PEP AND HEP OF STUDENT LIFE
Even though Temple Junior College was only
a few months old, the 87 students bonded.
Major Cook and the faculty set high academic
standards for the students. By the first half
of the first semester he praised their hard
work and eagerness to learn. “The courses
in the Temple Junior College had not been
pitched upon an easy plane,” he wrote in 1926.
“Every course requires work – hard work
– conscientious work. Scholastic standards
have been raised rather than lowered. The
work is planned and carried out so that at

To keep the community updated on activities,
students formed a press association to
provide news columns published in the

Temple Daily Telegram. The first volume of
the Templar, the college yearbook, rolled
off the presses in 1927. The title referred to
Knights Templar, alluding to the city’s name.
A golden Crusader knight in gold adorned
the folio of each page; title pages included
noble knights and fair ladies in chivalrous
medieval pursuits. Thus, Crusaders became
the school’s first mascot, albeit short-lived.
In its second academic year, beginning in
September 1927, students began initiation
customs adopted by larger, more established
universities. Incoming freshmen were called
“slimes”; male frosh wore green beanies;
females wore green ribbons. Freshmen
and sophomores elected officers, who were
considered class leaders. The first two
presidents would live distinguished lives.
■

Sophomore class president James Goree
Moore (1908-1991) would go on to earn
a bachelor’s degree at Southwestern
University in Georgetown, and a
medical degree from The University
of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston.
Commissioned in the Army in 1938, he

The first issue of the college
yearbook, the Templar, was
published in 1927.
To keep the community
updated on activities at the
college, students formed a
press association to provide
news columns that were
published in the Temple
Daily Telegram.

A MASCOT IS BORN
At the college’s beginning in 1926, the yearbook
and other aspects of school’s identity focused on
Knights Templar, a variation of the city’s name
that conjured up images of medieval nobility,
bravery and valor. However, with the transition
from a private college to oversight of the Temple
public school system, Temple College students
sought a new mascot.
The basketball team in early January 1928
first adopted the name “Leopards” as the team
mascot. They considered the large feline a more
fitting image for their stealthy court dunks than
knights in clunky armor.
The name stuck, especially as part of a boyish
flirtation with a comely cheerleader. In late 1928,
Harry E. “Hal” Jackson II (1911-1980) presented a
ginger-furred tabby kitten to Mary Alice Reaves,
leader of the college’s pep squad, to be the cheer
squad’s mascot: Kitten. Orange. Spots. The
Leopards’ mascot and school colors were born.
To complete the transformation, sports teams
and cheerleaders wore orange wool sweaters
emblazoned with black leopard’s heads. By the
opening of the 1928-29 fall football season, the
Leopards marched on the gridiron, ready to claw
their way to victory.
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James Goree Moore (top) served as the first
sophomore class president and Olin Burr
Gober (bottom) served as the first freshman
class president. Both went on to have
distinguished careers in medicine.

Above: A men’s basketball team was organized shortly after the college opened. (1927 Templar)
Right: Women’s basketball team, 1928. (1928 Templar)

rose to the rank of colonel in 1943 as
he served with the World War II Air
Transport Command in West Africa, the
Middle East, North Atlantic, Caribbean
and continental United States. During
the Korean conflict he was flight
surgeon for Pacific Division at Hickam
Air Force Base, Territory Hawaii, from
1950 through 1953. He was promoted to
brigadier general in 1958, while serving
as commander of Lackland Air Force
Base Hospital in San Antonio.
■
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Freshman class president Olin Burr
Gober (1907-1978) became a respected
cardiologist and hospital administrator.
A graduate of The University of
Texas Medical Branch, he completed
additional training at Mayo Hospital
before joining Scott & White Memorial
Hospital and Clinic. He later served
as clinic president during its 1970s
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expansion years. Appointed by the
Texas governor to the Texas Mental
Health-Mental Retardation Board in
1971, he served as chairman of a policy
committee drawing up guidelines for
future construction of state facilities for
special needs persons.
The transition for students from high school
to college created some speed bumps, but
freshman class leader Gober was optimistic:
“Like the freshman tradition, the members
of the class of 1928 were just a little selfconscious and ill at ease when they first
entered Temple Junior College, but they soon
overcame this.”
Administrators with the public school
system and the college, anticipating longterm growth, proposed erecting a separate
building to house the school. Remaining
optimistic of the college’s longevity, graduates

formed an alumni association launched with
a homecoming banquet.

THREATS LOOM AS FUNDS DRAIN
With Major Cook’s experience as a military
quartermaster, the college president was
practiced in sound financial management,
but Temple Junior College faced larger
threats. As the college approached its second
year of operation, officials began planning for
permanent funding. However, voters who
had been unfavorable to the college in the
first place and perhaps fearful of increased
tax burdens nixed the idea in a November
bond election.
Perhaps the defeat was understandable.
Voters had approved another large bond
issue that resulted in a massive building
boom in other areas, including a high school
expansion and the municipal building on the
city square. Other imposing new structures
appeared on the Temple skyline between
1928 and 1929 – Scott & White West Building
(patient beds), the Professional Building (also

called the SPJST building), the
Kyle Hotel and the Hawn Hotel
(first called the Doering Hotel)
and the Arcadia Theater. Temple’s
skyline was rapidly transforming
Bartlett native Henry Whitlow
into a 20th-century city, but
was the first valedictorian
investors were getting nervous.
to graduate in June 1927.
After two years, the college
appeared doomed, as enrollment failed
to meet expectations and voters rejected
creation of a junior college district to raise
tax revenue.
In June 1927, the college’s guarantors, mostly
comprised of local businessmen, decided not
to ask for a $100,000 bond issue for a separate
building, citing the cost of operation. Instead,
they proposed that the college financing
would be entirely the responsibility of the
college’s trustees, comprised of Temple’s
business community. The trustees, faced
with a financial dilemma, indicated that the
college and high school would continue to
operate under one roof. This would reduce
overhead and operating expenses and be
more convenient for students.
In the proposed reorganization, the high
school principal (who doubled as public
school superintendent) would also be college
president; high school faculty would double
as college faculty. An advisory trustee board,
functioning as an adjunct to the public school
trustees, would oversee the college, but the
Temple City Commission finalized all actions
and had the power to overrule decisions.
Thus, the college survived only because

THE ARNOLD SISTERS: THE HEART AND
SOUL OF TEMPLE COLLEGE
The Arnold sisters were more than teachers.
In many ways, they were the heart and
soul of Temple College. Mozella Arnold
(1894-1977) and Marian Arnold (1899-1957)
were Bell County natives who were trained
as English teachers. The Arnold Student
Union Building, opened in 1967, is named
for both sisters who were members of the
English faculty for many years. Each in her
own unique way left an indelible mark on
the college.
Mozella Arnold began teaching at Temple
College in 1930, spending the next four
decades as professor, English department
chair, faculty sponsor for the yearbook and
dean of women.
Teachers admired her; students adored her.
The Templar yearbook staff dedicated the
1937 annual to her “to show our gratitude
and our sincere admiration for one who has
shown such an interest in our school affairs
and has been of so much help to us.” A later
generation of students also honored her with
the 1963 Templar dedication “with respect
and gratitude” in her role as dean of women.

named a Piper Professor, an honor given that
year to 10 outstanding college professors in
the state.
Marian Arnold began teaching at Temple
High School in 1927 shortly after Temple
College began in 1926 and became an
important liaison for students as they
transitioned from high school to college
studies. Joining the college’s English faculty
in 1943, she also served as the director of
dramatics and speech.
Many of her student productions and
performers scored well in state competitions.
Most significantly, she was the advisor and
guiding light for the Leopard Tales student
newspaper when the college had no facilities,
staff or finances. Using her management and
educational acumen, she pulled together a
full staff capable of producing a readable,
self-supporting publication.
Marian Arnold died in February 1957, just
as Temple College faculty, staff and students
were settling into their new campus.

She also chaired the resolutions committee
and the English section for the Texas Junior
College Association. In 1966, she was the first
member of the Temple College faculty to be

Former president Dr. Hubert M. Dawson hangs photos of
the Arnold sisters in the Arnold Student Union building.
(Courtesy of Rose Anne Brasher Special Collections,
Temple College Libraries)
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the public school board agreed in 1928 to
consolidate with it.
Major Cook realized it was time for him to
heed another calling. Although his tenure
was comparatively short, he steered the
fledgling college in the right direction and set
a stable course while guiding academic and
personal successes; he attracted qualified
faculty, he used sound fiscal management,
he supported the students and faculty, and
he celebrated their achievements.
Major Cook’s departure from Temple in 1928
was bittersweet. “I deem these months spent
in working and playing and studying with
you among the happiest and rarest of my
life,” he wrote to the students as he lavished
praises on them. “Your fine spirit of loyalty
and cooperation has helped largely in the
solution of the problems which have faced
the board and faculty. I’ve tried hard to keep
this from being an open, shameless love letter,
but in spite of me, I’m afraid it’s just that.”
With the junior college under the umbrella
of the Temple public school system, Major
Cook again switched careers, returning to
his abiding Methodist faith. In July 1928, he
accepted a call as pastor of First Methodist
Church, Brownwood. He would later serve
pastorates in other Texas churches before
being called to pulpits in his native Georgia.
There he would remain until his death.
Temple Junior College opened with
an audacious idea bolstered by broad
community support; yet, voters rejected a
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THE FIRST QUEEN OF THE COLLEGE

bond issue to keep it open as an independent
campus. In early 1929, the state legislature
validated these new community colleges
springing up throughout the state and
provided a process so that additional
junior colleges could be established. This
legislation gave specific taxing powers to
the local school districts. Unfortunately,
many taxpayers – especially those in
Temple – saw the new junior college tax as
nothing more than a surcharge on current
public school district taxes. Nevertheless,
Temple citizens remained supportive of the
college when it came under public school
(and the city’s) oversight.
Temple had blossomed in the decade of the
1920s: Thanks to successful bond issues
funding major capital improvements,
Temple citizens drove on 25 miles of paved
streets while firefighters used the most
modern equipment for the day. Downtown
boasted four banks, a trust company, 22
churches, a YMCA, dozens of lodges and club
buildings, four hospitals, factories, industrial
organizations, plentiful agriculture, 11
schools and several modern hotels. Its
growth was remarkable. Around 1900, the
city census reported 7,065 residents; by
1930, this number had more than doubled,
to 15,345.
Yet, the future of the new college remained
shaky. By fall 1929, drought and disease
dethroned cotton as the king of crops
in Bell County. Then, the stock market
crashed in October.

Brooksie Nell Boyd Wolf enrolled as a
19-year-old freshman when Temple Junior
College opened in fall 1926. More than a half
century later, she was still taking courses,
eager to learn but to have some fun, too.
“It was the flapper age and no one was
very serious,” she recalled. “It was just fun,
fun, fun.”
In a 1981 Temple Daily Telegram interview,
Mrs. Wolf (1909-1997) mused over her
long association with the college, first as a
student, then as a wife to Artemus Ford
Wolf, M.D. (1904-1983).
After graduating from Temple High School,
she headed to the University of Arkansas at
Fayetteville. She was too homesick to stay
and returned home to Temple.

Several imposing structures appeared on the Temple skyline between 1928-29,
including the Kyle Hotel (at left in bottom photo) and the Doering Hotel (top).
(Courtesy of the Cannon/Benoit Collection)

Her father, owner of a Temple furniture store,
valued education and supported the 1926
creation of the college close to home. “He was
a self-educated man and placed a great deal
of importance on education,” Mrs. Wolf said.
Mrs. Wolf fell in love with her classes at
the college. “Temple was small then, and
everybody knew everybody,” she said.
Since the college classes were held in the
Temple High basement, she recalled that the
college students had little contact with the
high school students. However, the college
students attended the Temple High football
games – a communitywide social event.

“Temple Junior College was a great place to
go, and I really liked being home,” she added.
In its early years, the college followed
customs of other campuses by sponsoring
annual popularity and beauty contests
to crown the Queen, Freshman and
Sophomore Princesses and The Most
Popular Boy. Students bought votes, 10 for
a penny. Mrs. Wolf, a charming, ebullient
woman, raised the most money and was
dubbed the first “Queen of the College.”
Winning the title garnered her first
billing in the beauty section of the college
yearbook, the Templar.
After graduating from Temple College,
she earned a degree in anthropology and
history from The University of Texas at
Austin. She returned home and married Dr.
Wolf in 1932.
As the years rolled on, she remained busy
with her family and social obligations as
the wife of a prominent Scott & White
physician. Still, she and her husband found
time to take additional enrichment courses
at Temple College in Spanish, painting,
dancing and yoga.
“Temple College has added so much to my
life,” she said. “It’s enriched our lives to have
the school right here. I feel like it has really
added new dimensions to my life.”

(1927 Templar)
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