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Postwar Years
As World War II wound down, returning
soldiers and civilians were eager to reclaim
their lives, including Dr. Joe R. Humphrey,
the college president, and Hubert M. Dawson,
a foreign language professor and registrar.
Temple Junior College enrollment doubled
to 301 by fall semester 1946, the largest since
the school began two decades earlier. The
highest previous enrollment was the year
before in 1945, with 252 students signing
up for classes. The increase was attributed
to two factors: soldiers returning home and
opting to continue their education and the
greater demands for student nurses needing
basic college science courses.

No attempt has ever been made by
the college administration to make
Temple College a large institution,
but every effort has been made
and is being made to maintain
it as flexible and adequate as
possible for the needs of the larger
community.
– Dallas Morning News, upon the occasion of
the college’s 25th anniversary

The college’s crowded classrooms in the
Temple High School building created
problems for administrators. Although
Temple was rapidly expanding in population,
the public school system lacked the
infrastructure to accommodate the large
numbers of incoming students. No new
school building had been built during the
depression and war years. After the war,
material shortages and high construction
costs hindered plans.

The school board, still appointed by and
under control of the Temple city commission,
was slow to move on any measure that would
raise taxes or burden city services. Pressure
mounted on college administrators, faculty

Temple Junior College enrollment
doubled to 301 by fall semester
1946, the largest since the school
began two decades earlier.

and the school board. Dr. Humphrey also
clashed with the school board over personnel
issues, with the board overriding his
decisions. These disputes rippled throughout
the public school system and created morale
problems among faculty and staff.
Temporary relief came with surplus
buildings that were moved adjacent to the
high school complex. Working with the
office of U.S. Congressman William Robert
Poage (1899–1987), Dr. Humphrey was able

Temple Junior College celebrated its 25th anniversary with daily events including luncheons hosted by various civic
groups, special radio broadcasts, music programs and a parade.
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POSTWAR CHANGES
BRING NEW
OPPORTUNITIES
The postwar years brought major transformation
to Temple and Bell County. Temple school
superintendent and college president Dr. Joseph
R. Humphrey served on the select Temple Army
Advisory Committee, which was composed of
area civic, government and business leaders.
Because of the committee’s work, the oncetemporary military installations established in
Bell County during the war became permanent.
McCloskey Army General Hospital in 1946 was
taken over by the Veterans Administration and
became a general medical and surgical center.
Meanwhile, Camp Hood was designated the
permanent status of Fort Hood in 1950.
The transformation of McCloskey to a Veterans’
Administration medical center also meant that
facility had more land than it could possibly
utilize. In 1950, Dr. Humphrey began negotiations
with the federal government, the city and the
public school’s board of trustees to obtain 32 of
the surplus acres. By May 1951, the public school
system took ownership of the property, which
included 33 vacant buildings.
The surplus land, once used by McCloskey
for shops, sheds and equipment maintenance,
would ostensibly be used for future Temple
public schools, still under the oversight of the
Temple city commission. However, the city had
a big problem in accepting the free federal land.
The government imposed a deadline – either
make good use of it or relinquish it to another
bidder. The City of Temple, fraught with so many
other problems, had no immediate plans.
Dr. Humphrey’s successor, Mr. Cowan, needed
to lead school trustees to a capital improvement
plan for the college and the public school system.
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Dr. Joe Humphrey

to secure military
equipment
and
buildings to be moved
from Camp Bowie in
Brownwood, Texas, to
establish auto mechanics and
aeronautic shops.

ENHANCING THE CURRICULUM
Besides classroom overcrowding and lack
of qualified faculty, Dr. Humphrey’s other
pressing task was grappling with enhancing
the curriculum, particularly in what
was known as “terminal education.” This
curricula was designed for students who
needed additional technical training or who
wished to sample the world of knowledge
but who lacked the time or means to obtain
university degrees. A community college
needed to be a place for students to receive
practical training at mature levels, more than
what high schools offer, he said.
“One of the most significant needs of public
education today is to provide what a junior
college should offer, to the 85 percent of
our young people now being mis-educated
in some instances,” Dr. Humphrey told the
Commission on Junior College Terminal
Education in 1941. The commission concluded,
“The junior college is a constructive salvager
of American youth.” Walter Reed Humphrey
(1904-1971), editor of the Temple Daily
Telegram and no relation, concurred with
the assessment. “Junior college curricula
need to be given working-over in order to

Perry Cowan

make possible a better
service to the terminal
function. They can well
be made the final educational process for
many students, properly equipping them for
their vocations.”
When Temple Junior College began in
the mid-1920s and on through World
War II, many administrators believed
that higher education was only for recent
high school graduates and young adults
seeking associate degrees in preparation for
baccalaureate studies. However, by the end
of World War II, administrators realized
that education was a continuing process
with the flow of new knowledge spurred
by new technology required constant study
and updating. College administrators began
offering returning veterans evening courses,
vocational short courses and proficiency
diplomas rather than degrees.

OTHER IMPORTANT CHANGES
The postwar years brought several other
important changes to the college. Teachers
no longer split their class time between high
school and college; college faculty members
were hired full-time. The college began to
distance itself from the high school in other
ways as well. The Templar, the college’s
annual that had been published jointly
with Temple High’s Cotton Blossom since
1935, was now produced and printed as a
separate annual. College students also began
publishing a school newspaper in February

1946. After a contest was held to name the
paper, it became known as the Leopard
Tales. William Garland Westbrook (19282002) of Milano won the contest to name
the paper. That same year, the Ex-Students
Association began holding annual meetings
and reunions. The college had had at least
five homecoming events since its founding,
but the alumni in 1946 instituted a yearly
spring gathering. Extracurricular activities
resumed, and more were added such as Pan
American and Social clubs, veterans groups
(which included women veterans), future
teachers and other vocational clubs.
Perhaps frustrated by a public school board
that overrode many of his decisions and
hindered his efforts to expand the college, Dr.
Humphrey left in December 1950 to accept
a position as director of administrative
services for the Texas Education Agency
in Austin. He then was quickly appointed
coordinator of defense and disaster relief for
all Texas public schools. He was an excellent
fit for the job: A veteran of two world wars,
he had extensive experience handling
security issues in the looming Cold War
with its nuclear war threats.

A 20TH CENTURY PRESIDENT
In 1951, Temple College welcomed its first
president who had been born in the 20th
century — Selman Perry Cowan (1909-1999).
All previous presidents had been born in
the 19th century, except George Hudspeth
Gentry who had briefly served as interim
president during World War II.

Homecoming 1946 (Courtesy of Rose Anne Brasher Special
Collections, Temple College Libraries)

Mr. Cowan came to Temple with a long
resume as a public school administrator
and superintendent. After serving in
administrative posts in the rural school
districts of Lampasas, Burnet and Blanco
counties, he also served as a commissioned
officer in the Army Air Corps during World
War II. He came to Temple from Brownfield,
where he was public school superintendent.
He earned a bachelor’s degree from Daniel
Baker College (which later merged to
become part of Howard Payne University
in Brownwood) and a master’s degree from
the University of Alabama. At the time he
accepted the Temple position, he had begun
work on a doctorate from The University of
Texas at Austin.
Mr. Cowan arrived in Temple in the midst
of the area’s great growth spurt. The city,
recovering successfully from the devastation

Students began publishing a school
newspaper that they called the
Leopard Tales in 1946.
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WELCOMING STUDENTS
YOUNG AND OLD
of the 1930s economic depression, nearly
doubled its population between 1940 and
1960, rising from 15,344 to 30,419. The Temple
area became a convenient place for military
personnel and retirees to live. Besides medical
and federal government facilities, residents
found jobs at manufacturers of furniture,
shoes, insulation, cottonseed products,
electronic products, plastics, clothing, optical
supplies, woodwork and animal feed.

The college that had nearly closed within
two years of its founding in the 1920s
had much to be proud of and thankful for
throughout the quarter century. About 6,000
students had enrolled, and more than 800
had received degrees and/or certifications.
The college prided itself on the fact that class
sizes remained small with low teacher-tostudent ratios and that students had access
to numerous extracurricular activities.

Following the practice of other schools
across the state, Mr. Cowan immediately
directed all Temple public school and college
teachers to sign loyalty oaths, certifying that
they were not members of the Communist
Party or any other organization designed to
overthrow the U.S. government. His was the
first signature on the roster to lead the policy.

In noting the college’s anniversary, the Dallas
Morning News noted, “No attempt has ever
been made by the college administration
to make Temple Junior College a large
institution, but every effort has been made
and is being made to maintain it as flexible
and adequate as possible for the needs of the
larger community.”

CELEBRATING THE SILVER
ANNIVERSARY
Mr. Cowan helped Temple Junior College
mark its 25th anniversary, which became
a significant high point for the college.
Temple citizens and its business community
celebrated in grand style. Temple Mayor
Charles L. “Chick” Walker Jr. (1909-1987)
declared the week of April 22 as “Silver
Anniversary Week,” highlighted with
luncheons hosted by civic groups, special
radio broadcasts, music programs and a grand
downtown parade. This was the largest
event ever organized by the college and was
supported by the Ex-Students Association.
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But while the college celebrated its 25th
anniversary, Mr. Cowan faced the same
ongoing challenges as his predecessor,
namely lack of space and what the
curriculum should include. In addition, Mr.
Cowan immediately realized the need for
on-campus student housing to accommodate
out-of-district students and returning war
veterans. However, the college’s funding and
building programs were deeply intertwined
with public school funding, which in turn
was tied to Temple’s city budget. Little could
be done. As college administrators presented
varied plans to solve the housing problems,
tensions and ill feelings developed.

Mr. Cowan relied on deans Charles L. Neal
(1911-1982) and Hubert McLeod Dawson
(1903–1995) to handle daily administrative
duties while he grappled with thorny issues
such as Temple High School’s overcrowding,
the need for additional elementary schools
and expanding the college’s curriculum.

GOVERNANCE CHANGES PASS
BUT BOND ISSUES FAIL
One major issue did get resolved during Mr.
Cowan’s presidency. Since its founding, the
Temple school district had been governed
by a city commission that also had to focus
on expanding municipal problems. By fall
1953, Temple city commissioners — thanks
to voters demanding changes — passed
a new city charter that provided for the
election of school board members, instead
of city commissioners appointing them.
Creation of the Temple Independent School
District helped reduce insular cronyism and
opened school governance to more qualified
candidates. Despite those changes, Temple
Junior College remained under the purview
of the Temple public school board.
Meanwhile, a citizens’ committee proposed
“that the junior college be continued, but
that it be removed from the high school.”
This coincided with earlier proposals and
resolutions presented by college alumni and
citizen groups, beginning in the late 1930s.
Voters were then presented with a proposal
in 1954: Pass a bond issue for a new high

school that would include a college wing.
Despite a loud popular mandate, the bond
issue failed.
The next year was chaotic with no solutions
at hand for the college or the public schools.
Mr. Cowan found himself at loggerheads
with
different
finance
committees
connected to the city commission and public
school boards. Again in January 1955, voters
were asked to pass a $1.8 million bond; $1
million was designated for the high school,
but no mention was made of the remainder
assigned to the college. Two school board
members protested that the minutes did not
state that $100,000 of the high school portion
would be used for a college wing, even
though trustees “generally understood” that
was the intention. They protested because
of the possible legal implications arising
from the omission. Again, Temple voters
defeated the bond issue. The issue of funding
education for all ages became a millstone for
the city. How could the faculty and staff
meet the educational needs of students with
tenuous funding?

DECIDING NOT TO DECIDE ON
INTEGRATION
Then, Mr. Cowan, faculty and school trustees
faced more momentous changes, thanks to
the U.S. Supreme Court. The court’s decision
in Brown vs. Topeka Board of Education in
May 1954 outlawed segregated education
and consequently tremendously influenced

African Americans’ education
remainder of the century.

for

the

When the court announced the decision,
four African American students in Bell
County applied for admission to Temple
Junior College, which at the time was not
open to them. The college’s all-white board
of trustees, meeting in June 1954, kept the
discussion to a minimum; board minutes
were brief, but the Temple Daily Telegram
detailed trustees’ discussions. They tabled the
students’ requests until the board received
further directions from state officials, in
effect deciding not to decide.
With the funding and tax issue still
unresolved, with the trustees conflicted
over college oversight and with the added
complexity of integration, Mr. Cowan
decided he had enough dealing with school
problems. He resigned his position as Temple
school superintendent and college president
in 1955 and moved to Rockdale. There he
operated a Firestone auto supply store that
he had bought in 1952 with his savings and
earnings from his side job of house builder
and real estate agent.
Mr. Cowan had done what he could in
Temple. He readily plunged into a different
occupation in Milam County, not looking
back at Temple and its problems. “There were
troubles with school boards and, once in a
great while, troubles with teachers. I finally
decided the only way to get away from it all
was to go into business for myself,” he said.

Hundreds of high school graduates in the 1950s
and 1960s could tell stories similar to that of
Robert Aguilar. Mr. Aguilar, son of working-class
parents in McLennan County, had graduated
from a Waco high school with no plans, no
direction and no money.
“I wanted to do what some people were thinking
about: staying out of school for a year and
working, saving money to go to college. In fact, I
didn’t know where I was going. I just knew I was
going to go. Of course, for that year (after high
school), all we did was party,” he said during a
Baylor University oral history. By the next year,
his partying bug was successfully squashed.
A friend suggested enrolling at Temple Junior
College. “Where’s that?” Mr. Aguilar replied.
Mr. Aguilar soon discovered Temple had the
closest community college to his hometown.
Temple Junior College was strategically located
with no other comparable public-supported
community college within about 140 miles from
his hometown. The nearest was Hillsboro Junior
College about 70 miles away from Temple. The
Hillsboro campus, established in 1923, was
one of the earliest municipal junior colleges in
Texas, but it closed in 1950 because of financial
problems. It would not re-open for another
decade. As a result, students from neighboring
counties – McLennan, Coryell, Falls and Milam
– such as Mr. Aguilar and his friends, drove 35
miles to Temple because it was affordable and
nearby.
The commute was made easier, thanks to
increased funding for highway improvements. In
the post-World War II years, the Texas Highway
Department (now called the Texas Department
of Transportation) launched massive plans in
early 1950s to upgrade and expand the state’s
highway system that eventually connected to a
vast proposed
federal
network.
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