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Camouflage and Khaki 1940-1949
By the late 1930s, as Europe drifted into war
and Asia began to roil in conflict, the woes
of the 1930s economic depression seemed
long passed. At first, Temple Junior College
students remained isolated from the ravages
in Europe and Asia, secure in a brief moment
from vast horrors across opposite oceans.
Nevertheless, college students and faculty
had kept alert to what was happening.
Students formed a Social Science Club in 1936
to discuss and stay current on national and
global issues.
Events “over there” hit close to home on
December 7, 1941, when the Japanese
bombed Pearl Harbor and the U.S.
subsequently entered World War II. Young
men lined up in front of recruiters in
downtown Temple to register for the draft;
rationing at home dictated everyday life.

If you read this, I will have died
in the defense of my country
and all that it stands for ... God
alone knows how I worked and
slaved to make myself a worthy
leader of these magnificent men.
– Captain Henry T. Waskow, Temple
College alumnus killed in World War II,
in his last will and testament

By 1940, Temple Junior College was
approaching its 15th year and the City
of Temple was almost 60 years old. Both
had undergone seismic changes in just a
few decades. Temple Junior College had
evolved from a private college tenuously
supported by businesses and tuition to a

Events “over there” hit close to
home on December 7, 1941, when
the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor
and the U.S. subsequently entered
World War II.
public institution under the auspices of the
public school system. Temple, with 15,344
residents, had been transformed from a
grubby railroad division point to a bustling
shipping terminal for agricultural products
and manufacturing center.
However, during the 1930s, cotton production
shrank by 50 percent; the Depression decade
deeply affected businesses and income.
If anything, the biggest realization from
the Great Depression was the need for
diversification and shifting from agriculture
and railroads as primary economic
generators. This would deeply affect the
college’s curriculum and composition of its
student body.

The opening of McCloskey General Army Hospital in 1942 increased the need for trained nurses in Temple.
(Courtesy of the Cannon/Benoit Collection)
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1942, was one of the Army’s largest general
hospitals and was outstanding as a center for
orthopedic cases, amputations, rehabilitation
and neurosurgery. With many highly skilled
medical specialists on its staff, McCloskey
provided expert care and treatment for all
military personnel.
Pastures in south Temple were cleared to build McCloskey General Army
Hospital, a massive 1,200-bed complex for the war wounded. (Courtesy of the
Cannon/Benoit Collection)

Operating Room scene at McCloskey General Army Hospital circa 1943-1944.
(Courtesy of the Cannon/Benoit Collection)

Seemingly overnight, the greening pastures
were transformed into camouflage and
khaki. Camp Hood in far western Bell
County was activated in September 1942 and
construction crews cleared pastures in south
Temple to build McCloskey General Army
Hospital, a massive 1,200-bed complex for the
war wounded. McCloskey, activated in June
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By the early 1940s, the presence of Fort
Hood and McCloskey stimulated services
such as health care. More people moved into
the county because of the uptick in available
civilian jobs. Businesses also revived as more
military members and their families shopped
downtown. Army personnel brought
challenges such as a highly transitory
population and a sense of impermanence.
Military families also enrolled their children
in Temple public schools. The melding of
so many newcomers also created new
opportunities for cultural awareness and
understanding.
As public school enrollment rose, college
administrators hoped that enrollment
likewise would rise. The 1940 Templar
yearbook optimistically predicted that the
coming years were promising. However, the
college registration and finances remained
static. By 1939-1940, the college had 14
faculty members (most part-time with the
high school), 150 students in the regular
term and 15 enrolled for the summer session,
according to the 1941 Texas Almanac. A
1939 federal grant funded an Aeronautics
Club (also called a civil pilot training
course). Some relief came thanks to Texas

lawmakers. After 11 years of lobbying, the
47th Texas Legislature in 1941 appropriated
funds for public junior colleges. The first
was an annual grant of $325,000, based on
$50 per capita for every full-time student.
But if the government gave, it also took
away. During the 1941 spring semester,
the federal government stopped funding
the Aeronautics Club, ending the pilot
training program.
More young men and women who would
normally enroll in college left for the service
or related jobs; thus the school’s growth was
again stymied. By 1943, the college had 15
faculty members, 160 students in regular
terms, and 25 in the summer term. The
library contained slightly more than 2,000
volumes, a modest size compared to other
Texas community colleges.

THE CALL TO SERVE
“OVER THERE”
A native of Pecos, Texas, Joseph Robert “Joe”
Humphrey (1896-1972) arrived in Temple to
become school superintendent and college
president in 1939, shortly after the departure
of Leslie Chambers Procter. The year before,
he had completed a doctorate in education
from the Teachers College, Columbia
University, in New York. His resume was
impressive: A World War I veteran and
an officer in the Army Reserve, he also
had served as superintendent of school
districts in Van Horn, Pecos and Olney. Dr.
Humphrey was a seasoned administrator

who also taught as an adjunct in several
West Texas colleges, including Texas State
Technical College in Lubbock (now Texas
Tech University).
The war intervened before Dr. Humphrey
could begin his job. He was immediately
called to active duty. George Hudspeth
Gentry (1905–1979), Temple High School
principal and dean of the college since 1939,
took on additional duties as interim school
superintendent and college president.
He held a bachelor’s degree from Baylor
University and a master’s degree from The
University of Texas at Austin, as well as a
professional diploma from the Columbia
University Teachers College.
One by one, other college faculty members
left to help in the war effort – called either
to active duty or as civilian personnel –
while those at home doubled and tripled
their work responsibilities. Another absence
was a young administrator, Hubert M.
Dawson (1903–1995), the college registrar.
He volunteered in the Army Air Force in
1942, entering as a private and eventually
attaining the rank of captain. Mr. Dawson,
trained as teacher in French and Spanish,
was assigned to the Military Intelligence
Service, where he was assigned to England,
France and Germany for 34 months.
The college began offering the U.S. Navy’s
V-1 program. Designed to expand the
procurement and training of prospective
Naval Reserve officers, the V-1 program

permitted freshmen and sophomores to
pursue a normal college course at their
own expense. The program emphasized
mathematics, physics, English composition
and American history. Special attention
was given to physical conditioning. These
students could then go on to college or sign
up for the Naval Reserves.

Joseph Robert “Joe” Humphrey was hired to become
school superintendent and college president in 1939,
but he was called to active duty before he could begin
his job. (1945 Templar)

The war also forced many changes for
students. Beginning with the 1942-43 school
year, most of the college’s social groups,
social activities and athletic teams ceased
as “casualties of war.” A welfare committee
was established to improve the college and
well-being of its students. Students did get
one break when Texas lawmakers reduced
tuition to $90 in 1941.

THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICES
Local Bell County newspapers regularly
published dozens of articles about Temple
Junior College students and alumni serving
active duty overseas:
■

■

“Flying Fortress” pilot Captain James
W. Lancaster (1919-2007) won three
decorations for his service in the
Solomon Islands by the time he was
23 years old. Wounded during combat,
he was awarded the Silver Star, Purple
Heart and the Air Medal. He named his
plane “Bad Penny” because, he joked, “It
always comes back.”
Rogers native Lieutenant Colonel Arthur
C. Madeley Jr. (1919-2000) earned the

George Gentry served as acting president of the college
while Dr. Humphrey served in the war. (1945 Templar)
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photograph in the Templar yearbook lists
his participation in the Luncheon Club, the
Foreign Language Club, Dramateurs, the
Social Science Club and Oratory. He took
second place in a statewide oratory contest.

Captain Henry T. Waskow, 1943 (Courtesy of the Texas
Military Forces Museum, Camp Mabry, Austin, Texas)

‘A CAPTAIN, REALLY
AND TRULY’
The most notable Temple Junior College
alumnus to die in World War II was Captain
Henry T. Waskow, who was killed in the
battle for San Pietro and Italy’s Liri Valley,
about 40 miles southeast of Rome. He fell
leading his company in an assault against
German defenders on December 14, 1943.
One of eight children from a family of German
immigrants, Waskow entered Temple Junior
College in the fall of 1935 after graduating
at the top of his class at Belton High School.
He received a scholarship from the college,
and in return, the college expected him to
help earn his keep by sweeping, cleaning and
doing other custodial chores. He walked the
eight or so miles to campus from the Waskow
farm south of Temple, often arriving at 4:30
or 5 a.m. to build the fires in the fumace.
Waskow studied chemistry, Spanish,
English, history and oratory at the college.
The caption under his 1937 graduation
32
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After graduating from Temple Junior College,
Waskow continued his education at Trinity
University, then located in Waxahachie.
He graduated from Trinity with a bachelor
of arts degree on June 5, 1939. Waskow had
an offer to begin teaching at Belton High
School, but he turned it down because he
expected to be called up for military duty.
While at Trinity, Waskow had joined the
Texas National Guard, along with two of his
brothers.
Waskow received his officer’s commission
on March 14, 1941, on the basis of his college
degree. He left Texas to begin taking officer’s
classes at Army posts around the country.
In the fall of 1942, Waskow rejoined his
company, having risen to the rank of first
lieutenant. The Thirty-Sixth Division, which
his company belonged to, learned in March
1943 that it would sail for North Africa and
begin training for the upcoming assault on
Italy.
Waskow’s company landed at Salerno,
Italy, in September 1943 and helped capture
several towns on the road to Naples before
heading toward Rome. On the night of
December 13, his company was ordered to
advance upon a 4,000-foot mountain known
as Mt. Sammucro, which was the most serious
obstacle impeding the capture of San Pietro.
Mt. Sammucro was one of the steepest heights
scaled by Allied troops during the war. The
company got most of the way up before the
Germans started to shell them. Waskow —
who by then had risen to the rank of captain
— was hit in the chest by a piece of shrapnel
and died almost immediately. He was one of

14 officers and 125 enlisted men who were
killed in the operations at San Pietro, which
were ultimately successful. Captain Waskow
was later buried in the American military
cemetery at Netturno, Italy. In his last will
and testament he wrote, “If you read this I
will have died in the defense of my country
and all that it stands for ... God alone knows
how I worked and slaved to make myself a
worthy leader of these magnificent men.”

for extraordinary achievement in the
Southwest Pacific, where he was a Flying
Fortress pilot and former member of the
19th Bombardment Group.

Pulitzer Prize-winning war correspondent
Ernie Pyle (1900-1945) witnessed Captain
Waskow’s fellow soldiers leading pack mules
carrying his body down the mountain three
days after his death. Mr. Pyle stood close by as
the men of Company B made their emotional
farewells to their leader.

Hubert M. Dawson, the college registrar, volunteered for
the Army Air Force in 1942. Since he had training in French
and Spanish, he was assigned to the Military Intelligence
Service and served in England, France and Germany. The
1943 yearbook was dedicated to him.

In a moving piece titled “The Death of Captain
Waskow” that was published in newspapers
across the country on January 10, 1944,
Pyle wrote, “In this war I have known a lot
of officers who were loved and respected
by the soldiers under them. But never have
I crossed the trail of any man as beloved as
Captain Henry T. Waskow of Belton, Texas.”
Captain Waskow’s death was also portrayed
in two movies that were released after the
war. One was “The Story of G.I. Joe,” in which
Robert Mitchum played the role of Henry
Waskow. Another was a documentary titled
“The Battle of San Pietro,” made by noted
director John Huston.
In subsequent years, Captain Waskow was
remembered as the best of Bell County and
Temple Junior College and the epitome of
what this area sacrificed for the nation.
Captain Waskow is honored in the Texas
Military Forces Hall of Honor at Camp
Mabry in Austin, and a high school in Belton
now bears his name.

Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air
Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clusters. He
completed 50 combat missions without
an injury. His missions added up to 271
hours and 55 minutes of combat flying,
but Colonel Madeley dismissed it all as
“mere routine.” He would eventually
serve as an Air Force pilot in the Korean
and Vietnam conflicts.
■

Henry Waskow’s photo in the 1937 Templar

■

Little River native Sergeant Hewitt
L. Ellison (1922-1968) dropped out of
Temple Junior College after a year and
a half to volunteer for training as
an aerial gunner. He eventually
participated in numerous bombing raids
over North Africa and in the Central
Mediterranean theater, where he shot
down at least one Axis plane.
Second Lieutenant Louis Stanley Casey
(1920-1999) won the Distinguished
Flying Cross with Oak Leaf Cluster

On some days, the news was heartbreaking.
Killed in action during the war years
were Temple Junior College alumni First
Lieutenant A.B. Elkins Jr.; Sergeant Herbert D.
Farrar; Sergeant R.H. Harrell; Aviation Cadet
Miller Draughon; and Second Lieutenant
Raymond E. Miller Jr. Two graduates, both
pilots, were declared missing in action: Royal
Air Force pilot First Lieutenant William H.
Baker Jr., lost over the North Sea; and Army
Air Corps pilot First Lieutenant William
Mills Hieronymus Jr., whose plane was shot
down over the Mediterranean.

AN URGENT NEED FOR NURSES
The war created new urgencies, especially
in medical care. Since the 1920s, Texas
nurse educators, through their professional
organizations, pushed for tighter regulations
on education and licensing. In 1929, Texas
had 84 accredited schools of nursing, but by
1937, only 47 had survived, among them the
diploma programs at Scott & White and King’s
Daughters hospitals. Economic concerns and
the reduction in nursing schools created a
nursing shortage. By the mid-1930s, Texas
had 286 hospitals with 30,000 beds. In 1933,
Texas had one registered nurse for every
1,033 persons. Up until 1940, Texas had no
baccalaureate programs in nursing; the main
sources of nurses were hospital-based schools
that awarded diplomas after three years of

on-the-job training. Standards were spotty,
with Texas’ hospital-based training programs
falling far behind national standards.
An exception was in Bell County. Renowned
as a surgical and diagnostic medical center
since the 1920s, Temple had two respected
hospital-based diploma schools of nursing:
King’s Daughters Hospital, founded in 1903;
and Scott & White, founded in 1904. A third
hospital, the Santa Fe Railway Association
Hospital, founded in 1891, served railroad
employees. All three hospitals hired only
women as nurses; thus, nursing schools
admitted only women.
State regulators in the late 1930s encouraged
directors of diploma nursing schools to
affiliate with junior colleges to provide
courses for first-year nursing students in
an effort to decrease the cost of maintaining
laboratories, to strengthen the curriculum
and to give the nursing students bona fide
academic credit. Ten schools had done so
by 1940, including Temple Junior College
working with the city’s two hospitals.
The opening of McCloskey General Army
Hospital added new urgency to nurse
training. King’s Daughters and Scott & White
admitted more young women into their
training programs. However, even after
both hospitals tripled their enrollments
and training when the war began, the local
programs could not offset the overwhelming
need for more nurses at home and overseas.
By June 1944, McCloskey General Army
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Hospital welcomed 16 senior cadet nurses,
part of a nationwide federal program to
increase the numbers of nurses for war
and civilian work. Hundreds more quickly
followed. Temple Junior College also
provided instruction to cadets in addition to
the local hospital-based diploma programs.

During World War II, Temple College provided instruction to cadet nurses who
were part of a nationwide federal program to increase the numbers of nurses for
war and civilian work. (Courtesy of the Cannon/Benoit Collection)

The partnerships with the civilian and
military medical centers were win-wins to
all: the students received quality instruction
from qualified teachers as well as college
credits; the hospitals reduced their overhead
on education programs and could expand
admissions; and Temple Junior College
gained enrollment. By the mid-1940s,
student nurses were a constant presence in
the college classrooms in the Temple High
School basement. They even had their own
pages in the college annuals and columns in
the campus newspaper.
Temple College worked with local hospitals to increase the supply of nurses
during World War II. Shown here is a 1945 Preclinical Class of Nurses from King’s
Daughters Hospital. (1945 Templar)

McCloskey Army Hospital in Temple was a highly regarded
1,200-bed surgical and rehabilitation facility during World War II.
Its cadet training program partnered with Temple College to train
nurses for the war effort.

Nurses microbiology class. (1944 Templar)
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After the war, Texas tightened the
requirements for nurse licensing, requiring
more college work leading to associate
degrees in general studies. Upon graduation,
nurses earned diplomas from their hospitalbased schools and general studies associate
degrees from Temple Junior College once
they completed 60 hours. This enabled
them to go on to earn bachelor’s degrees and
higher, if they chose.

A FORMER POW CAMP BECOMES A
COLLEGE CAMPUS
Bell County transformed rapidly during
World War II with the establishment of
Camp Hood in Killeen and McCloskey Army
General Hospital in Temple.

States after General Erwin Rommel’s Afrika
Korps surrendered in April 1943. About two
to three dozen trusted German POWs rotated
to McCloskey Army Hospital.

The east side of McCloskey on South 31st
Street (also known as State Highway 36) was
home to dormitories for German and Italian
prisoners of war, part of a contingent of
about 4,000 prisoners of war held at North
Camp Hood during World War II.

The Italians also had surrendered to U.S.
troops in 1943.

Now the Olin E. Teague Veterans Center,
part of the Central Texas Veterans Center,
McCloskey at one point was a 1,200-bed
military surgical and rehabilitation hospital
– a medical city unto itself.
Prisoners of war were shuttled in and out
throughout Bell County at Camp Hood
and at McCloskey, which was considered a
subsidiary of the camp’s operation. Those
who required medical care were treated at
McCloskey. Others were held there to work
on the grounds. The 1944 annual report from
McCloskey indicated 583 POW patients were
admitted and 483 were discharged during
that year.
Temple Junior College history professor
Mary Inus Davis Farrell (1923-2010), who
grew up in Temple, took a special interest in
the prisoners’ time in Bell County and their
association with what would later become
the college campus.
The Germans were among the more than
150,000 men who arrived in the United

“The United States was then taking troop
ships to Italy to drop off American soldiers
on the coast; so, rather than returning to
the states empty or taking on the expense of
building POW camps in Europe, they shipped
the Italians back to the U.S.,” Professor
Farrell discovered.
Other soldiers at the Temple POW camp were
apparently captured during the conquest of
France and transferred to Temple in October
1944.
As a young woman, Professor Farrell
recalled seeing prisoners associating with
local residents. “I never heard of anybody
objecting to them working in town,” she said.
“But they were tightly restricted to their
quarters.”
Their accommodations were considered
good compared to what U.S. soldiers
experienced in Axis prison camps. The living
quarters were similar to soldiers’ barracks –
modest tarpaper or corrugated sheet-iron
buildings with concrete slab floors. Prisoners
slept on cots and stored their meager gear in
footlockers. Potbellied stoves in the center
aisle provided heat.

German prisoners of war rotated to McCloskey Army
Hospital in Temple during World War II. After the war, the
federal government sold some of the hospital’s surplus land
to the City of Temple, which in turn gave it to the college
for its new campus. (Photo credit: Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu)

Recognizable by their blue denim uniforms
with the letters PW on their backs, the
prisoners worked mostly in menial jobs such
a trash collectors and groundskeepers.
After the war ended, the POWs from Camp
Hood and McCloskey returned to Europe in
the spring of 1946. One remaining vestige
of the German prisoners’ sojourn in Temple
still stands: A chapel they built as a gift to the
soldiers recuperating at McCloskey. Services
are still held in the chapel for veterans and
their families, as well as staff. They also
planted an estimated 30,000 permanent
shrubs and 1,000 trees.
The former maintenance sheds and POW
dorm remained when Temple Junior College
built its new campus in 1956. Gradually, they
were torn down as the campus expanded.
The last of the maintenance sheds were
demolished in 1977 to make way for the
Watson Vocational-Technical Building and
college maintenance areas.
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