TENTATIVE SYLLABUS

Course: Envr 1101
Semester: Summer 2005

Campus: 2600 S 1ST St, Temple, TX
Room: 311 NSB

Instructor: James P. Granger
Office: Rm 306 NSB
Telephone: 254-298-8472
email: jgranger@templejc.edu
DESCRIPTION: Envr 1101: Environmental Science Laboratory (1:0-2)




The laboratory will provide practical exposure to the methods of measurement, analysis and interpretation of environmental data. The student, in addition to doing lab experiments, will be involved in the collection of data from the environment and report preparation.  Prerequisite: Credit for, or concurrent enrollment in ENVR 1301.

If you have any questions concerning transferability, you should contact the institution to which you will transfer your grades.
Text: ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE LABORATORY PROCEDURES Revised for Spring & Summer 2005
Student Handbook is required reading. See Student Information on www.templejc.edu to view Student Handbook.
Misc. Items: Inexpensive scientific calculator

What to bring to lab: Bring everything that pertains to this course to every lab, including test days.

STUDENTS SHOULD NOT BRING BEEPERS, TELEPHONES, AND RECORDING DEVICES INTO CLASSROOM, except by written permission of instructor. Grade penalty may apply. 

Make- up Labs are not allowed. Any exception to this requirement will be for excused absences.

Homework & misc. work:  Except for some lab reports there are no specific plans to collect and grade homework.

Minor quizzes may be given on occasion without prior notice.

Attendance: It is the student's responsibility to be aware of official attendance requirements. Students are responsible for all lab work, and assignments. The instructor may take attendance every day, which may be randomly posted. If you do not appropriately respond when roll is taken, you may be counted absent. Excessive absences may result in a lower grade. 
Assigned Seating: Students must occupy seats assigned by instructor.
Dropping Course: The instructor will not automatically drop a student. It is the student's responsibility to be aware of the final drop date and to drop if he or she deems it is necessary. Should you encounter any course difficulties during the term and need help, do not hesitate to ask and do not wait too late.

Behavior and Grievances:
· Students are expected to behave in an orderly, cooperative, and respectful manner at all times.
· Students should express grievances outside of class to your instructor first, then to instructor's Department Head.
· Students should not disrupt class for any reason. Students may be required to leave class for such conduct.
· Avoid conversations with other students during lab.

Academic Dishonesty:
· A student using unauthorized material on a test or other item to be graded is subject to having a grade of down to zero for that item.
· It is considered dishonest to claim attendance to a class session, which was not attended by the student. This includes, but not limited to, answering roll call for another student, and/or signing an attendance sheet for another student.
· It is considered dishonest to give the appearance of dishonesty. This includes, but not limited to, conversations during test, passing paper to another student during test, leaving classroom during test and/or looking around classroom during test.
· Other disciplinary action may also be imposed for all academic dishonesty and may involve the appropriate official.
The instructor may include additional material in the course from outside sources and may make reasonable discretionary changes to this syllabus.
Everything presented in lab and/or assigned is subject to testing.

Tests may be given as any combinations of multiple choice, essay, fill in blank, and outside assignments.

A lab report will be required for each lab and is due at the beginning of the following lab, except as notified by instructor. Sometimes reports may be due at the end of the current lab. Lab reports may not be accepted if student did not do the required lab work.

GRADING AND TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Individual Lab Grades: 
Students must demonstrate active 

Up to 70% of individual Lab Grade

engagement in the physical part of the lab.



Note: Attendance & lab report may be used to


help determine this part.
Lab Report:




Up to 30% of individual Lab Grade
Orientation










Introduction to the Metric System and Graphing







Scientific Measurements








Atoms and Molecules










Acids, Bases, and pH










Solar Collector









Human Population










Human Population










Hamurabi











The Effectiveness of Insulation








Prey Predator (Seeds, Knives, Forks, Spoons)







Properties of Radioactivity


Hot House Planet









Instructor’s Choice








Instructor’s Choice









COURSE GRADE CALCULATION
· Course Grade before grade adjustments is the average of Individual Lab Grades.

(Homework, Minor Quizzes, & Miscellaneous Work will be appropriately included in Lab Average)

CREDIT FOR MINOR QUIZZES & MISCELLANEOUS WORK WILL BE APPROPRIATELY INCLUDED IN ABOVE LABS.

Grade Adjustments after your grade is calculated from above:


· Poor Attendance: Four (4) points penalty for each posted unexcused absence in excess of two (2) absences. 

· Beepers, Telephones, & Recording Devices in lab: Up to 5 points penalty per incident.
SOME COMMENTS ON LEARNING AND INSTRUCTING ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE LAB

Much of academics is devoted to abstract thinking, which is an important part of developing some new ideas. It is, however, not very useful to the students if they do not learn how to apply it to real-life physical situations. Part of this course is to help connect abstract ideas with physical states of the environment.

Many environmental science lab students are not science majors and, therefore, need to know why they are required to take a science lab course and how this course will relate to their life. Scientific methods help reduce emotional and political biases to solutions to environmental problems. Scientific methods help organize ideas and factual information in such a way that gives some insight into environmental history, present state, and what to expect in the future. Because higher technology makes it relatively easier to affect the environment, citizens need to have a good working knowledge of environmental information and the ability to make reasonable environmental decisions. 

If you have special needs or disabilities that are not addressed in this syllabus please inform your instructor

If any portion of this syllabus is found to be in conflict with any Temple College rules and/or regulations, the instructor may modify its interpretation to the extent necessary to comply with such rules and/or regulations.
ADDENDUM
TConnect & TC WebMail

Students must learn how to use TConnect  & TC WebMail on the Temple College internet home page at www.templejc.edu. 

· To start go to www.templejc.edu. 
· From home page, click on Student Information. 
· Under Computer Resources, click on What is TConnect and TC WebMail? Read and study this document.
Attendance
The instructor received the following as part of an email regarding attendance policy.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

 

Regular and punctual class attendance is expected at Temple College since it is assumed that students are enrolled for the serious purpose of furthering their education. Excessive absenteeism is defined as being equivalent to two weeks of instruction in a sixteen week semester and may result in the receipt of a failing grade or involuntary withdrawal from the course. 

 

Faculty members will discuss the attendance policy at the beginning of each semester and maintain an official record of attendance for each course primarily to remain in compliance with federal financial aid regulations and requirements.  At the discretion of the instructor or as may be required by THECB (Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board) policy and law, the attendance policy for certain courses may be more stringent than the general policy. Students are responsible for reviewing the first day handout for each class and for knowing the attendance requirements.

 

Further, the college empowers individual faculty members to effect the withdrawal of a student from any course in which s/he has failed to meet attendance expectations. Faculty members are encouraged, but not required, to notify students in jeopardy of being withdrawn from a course. However, since attendance is absolutely the responsibility of the student, such notification is a courtesy, not a requirement. Administrative withdrawal for excessive absence is the prerogative of the faculty member and, as such, students are encouraged to contact their teachers and/or the Admissions Office to confirm enrollment status. 

